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Learning Objectives: 
• The course aims to present an overview of the evolution of the discipline. 
• The course will introduce students to the multi paradigmic nature of 

geography as adiscipline, key debates and emergence of modern 
geography 

 
Learning Outcomes: 

• On transacting this core course the students will be able to grasp 
the uniquedisciplinary focus of Geography 

• Students will be able to identify the key debates that have shaped the subject 
• Students will be well acquainted with the changing paradigms in 

Geography and theemergence of modern geography 
 

Course Outline 
 

Unit-1: Pre-Modern: Foundations of Geography: (9 hrs) 
• Greek and Roman School, Arab School, Contributions of Chinese travellers, 

Age of Discovery and its Impact. 

Unit 2: Paradigms in Geography: (9 hrs) 
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• Definition of ‘Paradigm’, major paradigms in geography – Determinism, Possibilism, 

Areal differentiation, Spatial Organization 

Unit-3: Key Debates and Developments in Geography: (9 hrs) 

• Geography as idiographic & Nomothetic, Systematic and Particular, General 
and Regional, Quantitative Revolution, Schaefer-Hartshorne Debate, impact 
of Darwin’s theory 

Unit-4: Theories and Models in Geography: 9 hrs) 

• Systems Approach and its relevance in Geography, concepts of place, space, 
environment, interconnection, scale 

Unit -5: Emergence of Modern Geography: (9 hrs) 

• Emergence of Radical, Behavioral and Feminist Geography, Evolution of 
Geographical Thinking and Disciplinary Trends in Germany, France and USA, 
India 

 

Teaching Plan 

Unit 1: 9 hours 

Unit 2: 9 hours 

Unit 3: 9 hours 

Unit 4: 9 hours 

Unit 5: 9 hours 

Total: 45 hours 
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